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Roman brooches

Can anyone hefp? tr\ 'e are interesteo in f inci ing out mo:e
about this penannular brooch {aD7 variant from South
Shields fort) and rvhether it could be sub-Rornan as has
been suggested (Fon'ler 1964). At South Shields a
sequence of Dark Age occupation is knou"n frorn ihe
stratigraphv, but as yet no finds of that period have been
identlf iei"
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Tgpe D7 braock .{rarn South Shieids (dreun fu I tlagan, from Eidwell W
ari Speak S C, The Raman {ar! at South Shieids: excatatbn of tke wat
gci e an : heC a u a r ! ers b u il I i n g, .{ o r thc orring)

There are three examples of D7 penannulars from the
fort. The one sho*n liere, fror:r iecent excavations, has
the tr-picallv narrort term:nals, rt'hich are pinched uo
ani notched. The onlv ciose paralXells I can find are two
examples from Prercebridge (S Butcher in Fitzpatrick,
r^-rl^^.-i..^\ ^'-i tr{oodcuts (pitt-Rvers 1gg7,56 no 10,r  \ J i  i . r  LL t j l r .  r r r  rx /  d r  rL i

pi XVi); another exa;r,ptre from Colchester (Fowler 1g&,
98-150) appeafs to be simiLar, but ifls not verv obvious
from the illustration. The type seems to have a lot of
variations, and none of the other examples shown bv
Mrs Fow.ler are rnuch like the South Shields penanrruiars"

One obvious connection between the sites rnentioned
above is sub Rorna:l re-fortification. At boih South
ShielCs and Fiercebridge iarge defensive d"itches were
dug at soine tirne in the fifth centurv. Tl"re \{oodcuts
Brooch was found in the fill of the n"rain {presumably
late) ditch. The Cis"ibuiion is ve:v odC, though; does
anyone knolv of any exanT ples frorn the N{idlands to fili
f h p  s a n T

E"'"i, though D7 oenannulars mav.be eariv fifth centurvL ! s l 1  t i r t r u S i t  v /  ,

in date it is possibie ihere are unpublished examples in
oiherwise eirl.ier Roman collections" I shouiC be gratefut

g f 4
I i  / 'l l i  i '
i t - ' i

!,r i
1- tr



io hear of anr, narallells or comments on their discoverv
in Dark Age ccntexts on Roman miiitarv sites.
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Lead, seal helps to renrrite historv
L /

In 
"1983 

ftoger Tomlin stunned Rornan archaeologists and
historians by his re-interpretation of the tribal area for
ihe East lt{idiands (Tomlin i983). Bv re-examining the
qraffito oi'l a Roman trle excavated at Churchover,
i{ain'icksl',.ire in 1965 he r,r'as abie io suggest that the
reacllng includeci CIVITAS CORIEI-TAUVORUIv{ {of the
civitas of the Corieltauri). A critical look at the evidence
foi the accei:rted tribal name of Coritani or Coritavi
- . . -^^-+^r  +r-^r  r fRlEtr_TAU\; l  cor_ l jd  he n laus ih lv> . . 5 i ; Y ) l g L 1  L r i a L  \ * \ - / i \ l L L  I  n u  Y  !  l v l r l u  v s  y r a u J l u l - v

inierpreled from Ptolemr's Geography and the Ravenna
Cosrnographv (ibid). The trjbal narne of Corieltauvi has
been generallr'accepted by Rornan scholars although the
latest edition of N'{alcoin'r Todd's The Coritaiei does
support lhe continued use of the origina). name (albeit
with a footnote acknor,r'iedging the discoverv of the item
described he:e, Todd 1991 21).

A lead seal discovered at Thorpe by Clebe eleven n-liies
north cf Leicester bv metal-detector in November 1990

i ^  ^ r r  - 1 rp  we i< rh t  t , - , 7 , " , 11 ) i n , c  i n l p rn rp fa t i nn .a J U C A I  )  : ( , ,  C 1 ( l L t  l - i t / r c  r l L : i ; - i L  L v  r  v i - l 1 1 a L  J  l r L l s l y r ! r q L l v l

The seai n:reasures ?1nm x 19rnm x Trnm t'ith a raised
il ieqible.rbverse. The recessed reverse bears the stamped
legend CCCRIEL {Civitas CorieLtauvorum). It  belongs to
a c-ass of objects kno*-n from va:ious parts of the Empire
and usuallv inierpretei as labels aitached to <iifferent
ooods cn;rsic'r.r:entS. Thef'  are Conlp'r i ional lv se:arafed
. ) v v u J  

L \ - r L J . . r t r r . L .

r - 1 6  r l r - p p  i 1 - . - r p q  J - - - ^ - : ^ l  \ r : ' : ! 1 - ' .  f r  P r i v a t g  O n  t h e  b a S i S- : : L \ ,  . . t i " g g  ! - \ 1 J C 5 /  l I l l v g - , l , ( i l /  - v l i l l l A -  V  \

of their inscript ions. trn Britain their distr ibui ion has
teilied to fa.u'o"lr lhe noril',eir"r foits lvith, traree :-lumbers
knorr.n from Brough under Siainnore ( l i ichmo;rd"t936).
Thev are less ccinnicn in the sor"lth and. n-ridlands
ailhough seven are knorvn frc:n l-eicester (Clav 1980).

The -. ignif ica:l :e o: tnis f inr. i  frcr. Ti:orpe b1-Clebe is
unclear, Cther Itornan naterial has been recovered froin
the area anC a se l l leme:r t  :s  cuggeste i .  The inscr ipL ion on
f h c  c , , . , l l  i r ' r s o p q ' q  f h e t  :  l n " t q i < - l ' : - t t p : - , r  ^ - i - : - ^ L ^  J  f - ^ *
r r . !  J L q 2  J  q S i l r J  - J  ! 1  L A  r  G  ! U .  r J : i : : . : -  i C , .  l  1 . . / l  r 5 1 t  r 4 l  L E L ;  l r  \ . / l t  l

l  , c r r -p : : c -  {R : ' r p  COr ie l  i ; - ; r .O t " J : t - : i .  I :  } - . aS  been  pOS iu la teC

thaf Leicesler served as a reoisiribuiion cenlre for officiai
cnrqionmpr:r ( ih jcl .12.1). T'r 's i i .sl i : : : :o:rs on the reverse\ r . ' v . J * v / . " - * . i

of such seals are difficuii to irterpret ar.ci mav often
r . 1 ; ' n r a l q p n f  n r i r , : f p  ^ :  - -  -  ^ i  ^ : . - : ^ i , t l c , ' i n  e h a r g e  n i1 L v ( C J C r . !  l - / l r \ G r C  ) : Y l i d l U i C )  \ r r  t ) ^ l l t r u . J  r l i  ! i . u r I ; \  v r

co:rsignrnents. A seal stampec I'[ETAI-{Uh{) frorn
B:o'.rgh uncer Siainn:cre iR:ch.::rcnd1936) might suggest
that the seal r.n'as coanected rvii;r consignments from iead
mines in t}'le area. No other seais a:e knolvn at present lo
ha-r-e a reference io a tri'bal nai'ie ior the area.
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Rornan Finds Croup
"FinCs trom the knperial West"

Firsi Internationa!. Conference 20th-22nd Septernber
1991 University of Leicester

A partic"i.pant's aieus -

The prograrnme was an ambitious one for a firsi
conference. The choice of n'eekend rather than weekday
dates may have faiiitated the participation of mernbers
not professionallv emploved i.n archaeolog,u- or who
would be unable to secure reiease duri.ng the week.
Unfortunaiely only a few over half nT ade it for the
puncfual 4"00pm start, and ten or rnore failed to appear
on Sundav. A handful of the twen$ five speakers turned
up only for the day" half ciay or session in which they
l\rere due to perform. Abstracts were disfributed at the
beginning, covering twenty three of the expected ttventy
six papers - one speaker n'as unable to appear.

The seven sessions grouped the papers into sensible seG,
beginning with two sessions entitled "tseyond

Typalogy". Fears that ihe conference could subsequentlv
degenerate into the "my 

f auourite object" type of iecfure
were largely unfounded, although the discussions
following papers did iend to be dorninated by bees being
let out ot bonnets by a handfu1 of the more eager
assertive participants, and bv information exchanges
lvhich couid best be lefl to personal interface. The fourth
session, on staii.stics and their appiication suffered frorn
r r r nn , ' r - i n - .  i *  - . , - p , l v  nep r l e r J  t  , . t i "  t h : n  f r r , ' en f . r r  r n i n r r l esd L r t : l i U d - l L J l L /  j , l  > L L i E l )  t i , < g L l g L l  . r r L J - <  L r r d . r t  L 1 1 / E t I L . V  r l l l , l l L t L L J /

anci the seated panel l!'ere nol alwavs audible. That it
was justified is born out by the observation that onlv one
of the eieven speakers in the fi:st ihree sessions mace use:
of staiis$cs, dernonsfrating just how rnuch remained
"*-"L::-L^':  ' -^*r i t ichboroueh. l"he conceor oi "rnas-ic
u - r y i . r . ! . r r r ) l i cL l  i r  ( J r r l  . L \ l L l i uu r  uu5 r r . .  I  j . r

figures'n for sample percentages, for example N% of pits
or N% of kiin wasters" was disn'lissed, to ihe relief of
several members lvho struggle to assembie Post
Excavation Research Designs.
'}lne most agitateci discussion rvas generated by the issue
of the 'ozue e./e misunderstoodlCisregarded'o school.
Excavation reporl wrlters, lt'ho inevitably seem to be
excalators, were encourageo - iargeiv in abseniia - to
use "Firds" motre extensivelv in the site interpretatio:l
and to raise the profiie of Finds in Site Reporis. if the
corrference achieved noihing else, it surelv laid to rest
i h p  c o n c e n i  f h A i  a  c ' i : x n l p  r : i : i n o : r p  r e n r e c e n i q  : nL e ! q r v 6 u r  r  L y r  L J u r r u  q r r

adequ,ate Finds Report. An invitation by the rr.riter to
cc.rnsi.der hors we di.sserni:rate oux research to a r.r'iCer
audience - such as arts ieaching departrnents artd
practisrng crafs neople - r{'as not taken up. trt is to be
L ^ -^ r  r - *^ r  ^  L : -L  173nAr , t - inn  n f  na- f i r inan fS prnn lnvp il r ( J P < i l  | . j . r C , L  d  l i : 5 : l  l r L J l l L J l  l t L r r r  L / r  y c . r  l l \ - l y a l r r J  c r l r l - r r t J - v s

bv museums and higher education estabiishrrrents wiii
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take this on board - ceriainly the excavation units
i - - - r - e l r n l  , . , , - ^  ^ \ , h , ' l ^ ; r l n n c  + n  ^ - n l c i 1  l h n i r  d : q q  i O  l h p1 . l L - g d ) 1 I L t s 1 y  L r ) r  g , \ l l l \ l l L i ( J t l )  L t - ,  g - ^ y 1 ( 1 . r i  r r r L ! r  u - E r  - v  L . r r

general puDllc.

A couple of cri t icisms on the programme. The trvo ma:n
^'-r;^;-^+; ' .n events both fel i  on the Fridav - the

i i t t  u ] - ,  y a r L r L l y q L l L r l i  s v s r t r J  u u L r t  i € i i

r o e p n i i n r  n a i r r r a l l ' '  : r r l  + h o  A { ' : \ " t  -  l V h ; C h .  m a V  h a f - gr \ ! L J L r V i r  i r ( .  /  
q r \ v  ! r r !

exctudeC so:Tre unable to make ii before Saturdav.
T . -  l ^ ^ J  ! 1 " -  1 , * ^ , . ' l , ; r l 9 . p  t h a l  , - . , n 1 1 ,  i l - y o o . r - . ) r n p r c  r , r - n ' r l d  h eI  :  l L n C C L t r /  ! l  l g  j \ r  l t . , /  \ \  l g u 5 g  L l  i ( l  (  L r l  i l - 1  l t  ( l  s c  y c y f ,  I  J  v l  v  L {  r v  L

missed mav have encouraged some not io come thal dav.
The lack oidis..,ssion at tiie AGh{, committee members
^ - ; . ;  .  * ^ , .  ' h  - ' , ^  - c f l c r - l p d  + r a v p l  [ : t i o r r e  e n r - l  t h p  h r i p fd 5 . L l g /  l t l d _ V  l l a l \ g  l t r l l c ! r L u  ! l q t L r  l q L r S L i g  Q i t U  L I t g  U l l q l

t ime available to gather ihoughts. A Saturday ACh{
r,vould I believe be an irnprovement.

Secondll ' -  and no disrespect is meant to the speakers -

the conference rather fizzled out on the Sunday. The
invitat ion to scholars from Europe is to be applauded,
and must surelv be repeated. Hort'ever there \.vas no
s r : l _ - l r : r i ng : - : n  t lme  ^ ! i ^ ^^ ' ^ r  ^ ^ : J^  r *Om thg  fOUnd  O fJ s . . r r - r r . 1 5  L { y  L l . r r !  c l l i L r L G L g L t /  c . J . r L a ( :  1 i

r - ^ - -1 - ^  - : . . ^n  1 - , .  r 1 - ^  -L^ : - . ^ ^ - - ^ -  ^  -a in  a  Sa iUTCaV AC\ .1l :  td . t  t \ )  5 r  \  s , l  I  LJ )  L t  t s  L . t  l c i  j , ^  ys l  J \J r  t .  n5

r r . n " l r i  r . ' i l o  rp^n lp  f i  mp  -  np rhans  fo r : r  sps ; i ons  f o  ann i y' \  v u l u  b .  "  -  y .

thernselves in the crucibie of a conference to the ques:ion
ai 'zu 'here do zue go f ro tn l rcre?" .

T: rp o:<-anisprs a: "e lo  hp cnnora iu la ieC on the
;:r io:nation DacKage, the poster session provis:on and
t ' r o  s r - n t r i : i  : i n n  n i :  r ' i n ' : c t p  n m n i h r r c ,  f o r  i h p  i o r t r n p l -  t nr r  r L  ( r ! r l ! r i J

ihe Receotion, which ensured a convivial opening to
u-hat, I hope, rt'iil be the firsi in a long line of
lniernational Conferences of ihe RFC.

Richard Pollard
Leicesier Archaeological Unit

I\{useurns Annexe
1 16 F{uneberstone.Drive
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th."t.ti."l R"*-" A

Th e orct i c aI Ro nt cn Ar ch ae ol o gy C o nference
Nerocastle-upon-Tyne
Mavcl"t 23 - 217997

Peter tr{ilsou zurites -

Being asked to rt'rite a rer,,'lert, of a conference six nronths
afier i t  has iaken place is rather Caunting. TRAC'91 lvas
ihe first of iis kind and despite this it attracted 95
deiegales fr-om B;itain, Holland, Cermany and the USA,
a: rd inc lu ied 19 pape:s.  The conference was organised
bv Dr Eleanor Scoit, presently u'iih the RCI-{M (E).

Papers r{.ere divided between three sesslons -

: Sonre flozus and \{ftys af Roman arclneolagy

. Recoustru.ctittg spnce aud social geog'ap'hies

. Econorny, tectr*totrogg arzd inzpact.

Ian Hocider chaired the session on social space, guiding
ihe discussicn n'ithin a struciuraiist framert'ork.

H:ghiights a:no:"rgsi i :r i :r ' idual :apers {for me)
included -

Greg\{ooly'on the Romanisation of the Roman atrmv,
discussing, amongst oiher tni:rgs, the variabi l i tv
appareni u' i thi i .  l i :at o:ganisatior rt i^.:ch is ofte:r
n"l istakenl]- seen as r ig:c and mo:ol i thlc

Richrzrd Ilingley an Stuiies of ltrcman Britain i:r the
context of British Societv i.r'hich ll-as a consideration of
ihe differe;rces betr,t'een methcis cf incorporation anC
meihods of assini lat ioir.  I i"r para1lel l t  i th his main theme
t - o  : r ' r ^ n r . . l o r l - - i  r l - : t  i :  - : r . - n o  - ^ S S i i . i e  t O  i s O i a l gu b ! v  r r r ( . l 1 r  1 : . a - r  - L  

| / v ;

Rcr:ran perioC comr:luni l ies thai lack'Rornan' attr ibutes.

l{r-rrt ever Ceoff Carter's 'The thecreticai cieveloi:ment of
:  

. !  I

:u: icings ai the Oisett 'Cock' Enclcsure, Essex - an
1 , - n 1 * 1 1 " 5 l s , - i  1 * 5 - n \ - : - '  . , . ^ ^  . -  . '  . - ^ . l e : a l l v  l r . e l I  f e c g : r . g C* r . - r  ( l :  ( { r r q l i u  c i : l / r u , n L i t  /  ! \  { l J  , l v , : : l ' -

a l t h o t : t ' h  h r c  r n : r :  t h : i  : r o s l  f  r . c c  . p p d  n o r  h p  r p s r ' l a r  1 , 3t . D , ,  ^ " ^ "  r : L L u  r l v r  L . !  r L 5 u r ( { t

iorm build:ngs iounci so;:re sr ' : : ' . : :r l . .r '  amongst
delegates. Robert l i jprengal ch.a:lengeci sorne of ] .  T.
Snith's {Sr:r. i th J. T. 'Vi l las as a kev io Social Structure' in
Toci (ed) Si;;C;gs rr: : ; ; i  i rrr lL?it, '  -  I ; ' j i isl ;  \ t i lbt 149-86)
conclusions concerning vi11as anci social structure. Kevin
f - - ^ . . - ^  : * ^ . - l  f . . ^ i " ' r n l . > i r y i ; , a 6 p q f - e l i n o  t h o r . , i r - l oU r  q g l  l C  g , \ c i l l . : 1  t f L .  r L ! - . ^ . v t J b . r  v t  " - . \ l : . J : .  < 1 ' t . r  l E  L l  i C  l \  t L i g

oistribr-iiion of tecirnicues rt'hich originated not rvitl-l
'Creek science' br-rt Ror:re . Rick Jones looked at the
coilapse oi compiex sociei ie.s, and \{art in l , ' l i l1ert poirrteC
tc the need f'*.1 fra::ren'crks *'iihin r.",'irich to Cevelop *r,rr
rdeas.

In n'ranv r"liavs the conierence e::'lphasised the absence cf
lherlre' ii :ei a.i p:.rl c h es f :J:-i ;:-l u ch lic::'.an period



archaeolog)'to date, and looked ahead to horv nert'
aporoaches might be developed. Five delegates tvere
asketi to su:n r,:n, and three came o'.. : t  aqainst pr:bl ishing
' -^p nrnr^ppdi-roc I f  tJrporpi ica' l  annt6gghes are tO be" r _ Y ' -
ciisseminated to practitioners r.vho see theoreticians as
n -11 , ; , . ^ . nh .A  i n - , r t  f i j l  f n rp i c . r  

' l . e , r c r r r . egp  
( : l  r . . . i o rn ,  T  r : r ri . 1 1 L I \ i l L E  > L l . l r .  l V  l t - J l l l {  v r  - v r \ r a ; - ,  , e - ' 5 q q 5 s  \ s  ! r c ! \  I  L G r \

svrnpathise r.r'ith), this seens to be a mistake, In the eyent
TRAC rvill be published soon -

Scoil, E. (ed) forthcon'ri:rg 1992 'Theorctics.l Romnn
Ar ch a r.olo gt1 Conf er en c e ry RAC ), Univers iiv of Nen'cas tle
Llpon Tvne, 1991' I'ublishers l,Vorldr.ride Archaeologl'
Series, Clasgorv.

?-R-4C mav develo: r  in io  a r rspf l r l  and in lerest inc 'ser ips of
nnn fo-o,. .1" .-,r, rt".r - ir lrrlJ-; -; ; ;;;;;, ;;-"- 

- - - '
L L i l ! l g l 9 1  l L g ) /  ( i ' r l U  l l  L \ , , t { l ] L t  L r r l L t B g  t l l g  

i l c v  
v L L v v c t l r

theoieiicians and ihose of us rt ho aren't.

As to s;natrl finCs - thev N'eren't greatly in evidence,
T,RAC '92 

ma-v represeni an opportunitv to reciress tliis.
It is being held in Bradford on lr{arch 28-?9 {these are
revised dates) and Peier Rush tjre Conference Crganiser
can be contactecl at the aridress belort'-

The Deparirnent of Arctraeological Sciences
Liniversiiy of Bradford

Braclf orcl
B D  7 I  D P



I-{i s tori cal }r,{ e tall ur gy- So ci e ty

Satur4a, gtlz May 1992

\,Ieeting to be held at the Verularnium h{useum, St
Albans]Topics t'i1i include Roman finds relaied to
nretalrvorking.

Deiails from -

Vanessa Fell
Manchester lr{useum

The University
Oxford Road

Manches te rM13gPL
Tel 067 273 2615

Roman Finds Graup
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22nd June 1992 "h{aking }Vaves" at the h{useum of l-ondon

26th October 1992 "trVet anC trtronderful" at h,{anchester:
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Tvne anC tr{ear Museums

A team oi specialists is available to undertake reports on
brooches from northern Britain and a vride varieiv,, of
other smali finds. illustrations underraken by the
dralving office staff at Arbeia Roman fort.

Contact -

Faul Bidwell
Tyne and WearMuseums

A-rbeia Roman fort
Baring Street

South Shields
Tyne & Weal

b{E 33 2 BB
Tel 091 434 4A93
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have any'suggestions, or letters for this Nervsletter
contact the ECitor;

MICHAEI- DAI{TSON,
Archaeoiogy Service,

Conservation and Archaeology Section,
E edf ordshire County Councitr's Flanning D epartrn ent,

Countv  Ha l l ,  Cau ldw 'e l l  S t ree t ,



DATA PROTECTION ACT

tJnrler the tertns of the 1984 Data Pratectian Act,Tlte Roman
Filo, i  Crou,t i :  rr:uircd ta nsk;ls memh'-c,;: t i t t , lhpr thnt l :q; 'g
nn"t ohio^!in'" ! ! \  nrysonnl dcta sbOu! thnn ltetr;s l teld hu the

I t t . t  
r v t ; . t L  w 4  1 4  1 1 u v L 7 :  r r r L , r  t , v L e  \ ' 1  r t . '

So:itt,t ou campuitr. The personal dain consists of memhers'
nL]tncs nrri s.ddrcsss-. risrJ in ntlling nn,', t:alices o.f rueeti'i:ts,
nn; a,i l l  f t  rciexcd only to nrcit i talogicctl  arqanisntians. i .{
t t tctrtbcrs h,r.: :e tnv ol" icu!ior: io pcrsona! c;tt  ebou! l i ;cm hcinc
hcld b"q liie RFC, could ti:,-y plnsc urite ta the ECitor.
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Tl:e Rcriili; Fi r;fs Crc'i:tt \erlsjciic;- !'- a:rs dcs;gii':d bi;
3c,'''i, r;lsll i;'r Cc i r ir t; Cou ii rii's P i. n *t t tt g D rJ crV n tn i'"s
Drci.uii:g Cficc r:rd printti bE Bc;l.itrdsiiirc Dcsigir t Prt"rtt
S.cri:rcE. Tirc Ranitr: Finr/s Craup a.rt gr;!:l:i! ta tkt Piottiiivtg
Drparirric:i; for 7;i;.blisi:i,.:g thls fi;ilt srrrci ci il;e serics.


