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Grave-goods from the Cemetery at Arbeia

Roman Fort, South Shields

In the summer of 1993 excavations were carried out by Tyne
and Wear Museums on behalf of South Tvneside MBC, at
Morton Walk, South Shields. Excavation on a small site, prior
to development, identified three phases of cemetery use,
ranging in date from the second century to the late fourth and
including both cremations and unhumations. No unburnt
bone had survived in the acid soil, and the single deposit of
grave-goods was in very poor condition, but proved to be
interesting.

This consisted of a collection of personal ornaments which
had clearly belonged to a female. The group of objects placed
at the right-hand side of the head included nine bracelets, six
finger-rings, a string of glass beads, an iron chain, and a knife;
impressions in the iron corrosion suggest they were contained
in a wooden box. The finger-rings had been threaded on to
one of the bracelets. The chain was unusual, of circular rings,
some of which had been riveted, and there was a copper allov
loop at one end. The knife, although not physically joined to
the chain, lay close beside it, and s possible that the knife
had been suspended from the waist by the chain in the form of
a chatelaine. Iron corrosion on the top of the chain contained
impressions of textile and leather or skin, which could be
interpreted as a covering for the objects or possibly a leather
purse or a girdle associated with a chatelaine. Parallels for the
Hra celets and the beads date the grave to the fourth century,
possibly to the second half of it. Close to this group lav a
decorated jet spindle whorl.

in the opposite corner of the grave lay an unusual object, also
in fine-quality jet, probably from Whitby. It consists of two
elements, both of which have been modified after manufacture.

he shank, 120mm long, has an octagonal cross-section and
wic ens at the mid-pointina snape <u006>tmv a handie. The
are polished, but the top is unfinished and pierced by a
hole only 2mm in diameter and ¢.7mm deep. The second
ele ew& is a disc, 25mm in diameter, which has had a jagged,
{u: hly oval hole cut through it in order to fit it onto tHe
shank. The upper surface of the disc is finely-worked, but the

flat lower surface is unpolished.

The most likely mterpretatzon is that this object is a distaff,
even, though it is shorter than known complete examples.
Possiblv it was not usable in the condition in which it was
found, but the separate elements may have been adapted to
represent a distaff in the grave, which already contained a
spindle.

In another grave, proba‘biv that of an adult male, the pattern of
decaved w ood suggested that a bier had been put into the
orave as well as *h. wooden coffin.

The report on the excavations, including full details of the
finds, has been completed and publication is forthcoming.
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Figure 1
Jet object from Morton Walk,

South Shields, as found. i
Figure 2
. e
Jet distaff from Germany with similarly T
shaped shank, a circular collar and a vase 1
terminal made from a separate piece of jet
(after Hagen 1937, Taf. 34, G11). Drawn
by R Oram.
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Has anyone any ideas?

I am looking for help in identifying the objectin the
accompanying illustration.

It comes from a site in the Roman small town of Staines; the
context is a floor layer in a phase dated late 1st-early 2nd
century. The object was in so poor a condition that it did not
survive being lifted; the drawing here was done whilst it was
still in situ, I unfortunately never got to see it. It seems to have
been of sheet copper alloy, with four circular bosses running
down its length and a groove around the edge.

It was tentatively identified on site as a dagger scabbard.
Mark Hassall has kindly commented on a copy of the drawing
and finds it untypical of a scabbard but has suggested it may
be a (rather large) strap end. Any other suggestions or
comments would be most welcome.

Suzanne Huson

Finds Officer

Surrey County Archaeological Unit

r/‘*”:’_\’_j Planning Department
f o County Hall

: 7 3 Kingston-on-Thames
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Conference ‘

The Arbeia Society, based at South Shields Roman fort, has
organised a one-day conference on ‘Supply and demand on the
northern frontiers’. This will be held at the Hancock Museum,
University of Newecastle, on Saturday 7th May 1994. The fee
of £8 (£6 for Society members and concessions) includes tea
and coffee, and entry to the conference will be through the
newly opened Egyptian Gallery “Land of the Pharoahs’. This
will be the third annual Arbeia Society conference and early
booking is advised as the previous two were fully booked.

Details from:

The Secretary

The Arbeia Society

Arbeia Roman Fort

Baring Street, South Shields
Tyne and Wear, NE33 2BB
Tel: (091) 4544093
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIERS
Saturday 7th May 1994

Chairman: Charles Daniels (Dept. of Archaeclogy, University oI
Newcastle)
Venue: Hancock Museum, Barras Bridge, University of Newcastle.

PROGRAMME

10.00 - 10.20 Coffee and Registration

10.2C - 10.35 Dr N. Hodgson (Tyne & Wear Museums): "Arbeia: A Roman
Supply Base".

10.35 - 11.2C Dr D.J. Breeze (Historic Scotland): "Supply: The
Documentary Evidence”.

11.20 - 12.05 J. Casey (University of Durham): "Money at work on the
Northern Frontier".

12.05 - 12.50 Dr M.C. Bishop: "Arming the Troops”.

12.30 - 2.0C LUNCH

2.00 - 2.45 Dr M. wvan der Veen {University of Leicester): "Grain
Supply on the Northern Frontiers”.

2.45 - 3.4% J. Dore & V. Swan {RCHME): "Garrisons and the
Interpretation of Pottery in the military north from
+the first to the third centuries AD".

3.45 - 4.0C TEA

4,00 - 4.4% P.T. Bidwell (Tyne and Wear Museums): "Civilian Potters
and the Supply of the Roman Army in Britain".

4.45 - 5.30 Discussion.

Conference rees: £8

£6 for Arbeia Society members, Full Time students,
UB40s, QOAPs.
(Fee includes Tea & Coffee. Lunches are available loceally.)

Entry/’to the conference will be thrcugh the newly opened Egyptian
Gallery at the Hancock: "Land of the Pharoashs". In the past the Arbeils
conferences have been well attended, sc please book early to ensure
your place.
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To: The Secretary, The Arbeia Society, Arbeia Roman Fort, Baring
Street, Scuth Shields, NE33 2BB. Tel {({081) 454 4083.

I/¥We wish to attend the "Supply and Demand....." Conference.

I/We enclose £......... fFOr .. e place(s). (Chegues made pavable
tc "The Arbeiz Societv’) :

Name

(If you reguire & map/receipt please enclose SAE).



The Arbeia Society and Quinta

The Arbeia Society was formed to promote interest in Roman
studies, reconstruction archaeology and fieldwork as well as
supporting archaeological work at Arbeia. The Arbeia Journal,
published annually, features academic articles on work
undertaken through the vear, at the fort and elsewhere, and
experiments in reconstruction, particularly Roman weapons
research. The Arbeia magazine, published twice a vear,
features lively and informal articles about the Society’s
activities and work at the fort.

Members of the Society receive all publications free.

Cohors guinta gallorum, the re-enactment branch of the
Society, 1s named after the unit stationed at the fort in the third
century. Quinta is involved in research and reconstruction of
all aspects of military and civilian life in early third century
Britain, and are strongly committed to authenticity in their kit
and re-enactments. They appear in public displays throughout
the vear and have taken part in conferences, filming and
educational visits to schools.

Members of Quinta are automaticallv members of the Arbeia
Society.
For full details contact:

The Secretary

The Arbeia Society

Arbeia Roman Fort

Baring Street, South Shields
Tyne and Wear, NE33 2BB
Tel: (091) 4544093
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Notification of Forthcoming Seminar

Finds Research Group AD700-1700, who aim to promote the
research and study of finds of that period, hold 1-day
meetings twice vearly focusing on a variety of themes related
to the interpretation of finds.

The Spring meeting for 1994 is on Anglo-Saxon Finds from
Northumbria, to be held on 10th May 1994 at the Captain
Cook Birthplace Museum in Middlesbrough.

A provisional programme and details of membership of the
group (annual subscription £3,00) which includes free
admission to the biannual seminars, may be obtained from the
Secretary,

Jane Cowgill
CLAU

The Lawn
Union Road
Lincoln
LN13BL
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PRESS RELEASE

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY:
CURRENT RESEARCH AND THE MUSEUM
EXPERIENCE

WHAM! 10TH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE

DATE: 20 - 21 May 1994

VENUE: Museum of London

Thirty-five speakers from academic, museum and heritage backgrounds will be presenting
current research into the contribution made by women in various fields of industry, and will

consider how museums both interpret and display this evidence.

Speakers will cover all periods from pre-history to contemporary collecting and there will also

be a session devoted to the role of museum education services.

This conference will be an opportunity for discussion and exchange of information. It will
provide rapid access to current research for museum workers; particularly those who
individually, cover a wide range of periods in their work; and will look critically at how
museums interpret objects. We hope to encourage new ways of using existing collections and
to consider how objects and information are interpreted to museum visitors. Contributions
from delegates will be welcomed during the discussions which it is hoped will stem from the

presentations given.

The conference will be divided into sessions defined by general historical periods. Each

- < . 3. . . .o - N . .
session will contain four speakers discussing either specific industries or presenting an
overview of women's work in the considered period. At least one speaker in each session will
be from a museum and will directly consider the presentation of evidence. Each session will

be chaired by a professional with a relevant interest.
ALLWELCOME!
COST: Non member: £35.00 Member: £25.00 Student: £20.00 Unwaged: £15.00

CONTACT: Barbara Wood, Museum of London 071-600 3699
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THEORETICAL ROMAN ARCHAEOCLOG

CONFERENCE
Department of Archaeology, Durham University

19th & 20th March 1994

TRAC 94l
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Cults of Hadrian's Wall.
Some Monument-dedications in Reman Britain: An Archaeclogy ©
Brief Time

Rav Laurence Menuments across the Roman Landscape.

Jeremy Tevior Field Survey and Demography in Roman Brita

David Woolliscroft Reading the Tea Leaves: Signalling as a \/iea*ls of Prophesy on Roman
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Simon Clarke A Quantitat v n"l’”iysls 0’ mp Find Assem@ age from the Roman Fort

Richarc Hobbs
David Dungworth
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1If vou have any suggestions, or letters for this Newsletter please
contact the Editor;

MICHAEL DAWSON

Archaeology Service

Conservation and Archaeology Section
Bedfordshire County Council Planning Department
County Hall, Cauldwell Street

Bedford, MK42 AG

DATA PROTECTION ACT

Under the terms of the 1984 Data Protection Act, The Roman
Finds Group is required to ask its members whether they have
any objection to personal data about them being held by the
Societv on computer. The personal data consists of members’
names and addresses used in mailing and notices of meetings,
and will be released only to archaeological organisations. If
members have any objection to personal data about them
being held by the RFG, could they please write to the Editor.
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