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{n the su:nmer a{ 1,993 excavations rvere carried out bv Tr.ne
and l,\t-ear Museurns on behalf of Souih Tvneside \dBC, at
h{orton 1.\ alk, Scnth Shields. Excavation on a smatrl site, prior
fn  r ro r -o lnnnon,  i , . . lnn f  i f ied  t l r re , ,  nhasr ,s  o f  cCnre terv  l tSe ,r \ r r r /  r v L !

-^.^-:-^ i^ 'r  ̂ r^ r-^-:r the second centur\r to the laic fourth andi  ( i l  l S l l : 5  l l t  l t ( i L r  1 i  U i  j

including both cremalions and unhurnations- No unburnt
bone had survived in the acid soil, and the single deposit of
grave-goods 1r,'as in very poor condition, but proved to be
inieresting"

Ths consisted of a collection of personal ornarnents which
had clcar iv belonged to a fcmale. The group of objects placed
ai the r ight-hand side of ihe head included njne bracelets,  s ir
f i nop r - r i nsc  a  c f r i nc '  n f  o l ; c c  he . r r j c ,  , p  i - nn  - l - ' . i -  : n r l  r  L - i { o .
1 r 4 r l L l  r - r r ; J ,  ( .  r ( a r - 1 5  V r  ; . r s J J  L ' q a L { J /  q I i  l l U l t  L l l c l l l /  C l l U  ( l  N U I E ,

impressions in the iron coirosion suggest thev rr'ere contained
in a ivooden box. The {inger-rings had been threaded on to
one of the braceiets. The chain \l:as unusual, of circular rings,
sonre of ivnich haC been ri,.-eted, and there \\'as a copper ailo-r
.co :  e :  one enC.  The k r i fe ,  a l though no t  phvs ica lh '  jo ined io
. - rn  r - r ; rn  i2 \ ' . t r r (n  nec , idn  i t  . ln r - l  i t  iq ,  r rnSSib lC th ; r t  the  kn i ie"  ' "  r "
had been suspencied frorn the waist bv the chain in the forn', cf
a chitelaine. lron corrosion on the top of the chain contained
impressions of textile anci ieather or skin, rr.hich could be
intc: : :c:ed ab a co\-er jng for thc objects or possiblv a leathcr
pllrse or a girciie associaied with a chAtelaine. I'aralletrs for the
b:a.c. ' icts and thc bcads datc thc sravc to thc fourth ccnfu:- \ ' ,
possiblv to the second half of it" Ciose to tfLrs group )av a
cccorated jet -.pinC1e n-hori"

; -  o r n  n n n r < i t ; . . ! 1 - n p r  n { : h r -  < y r . l l ' r .  L r r ' ; -  , . 1  ^ t r - ; - - +  . 1 .
i - r . _ .  -  - - . , .  - . n  u n l l s l l a l  o n J C C : /  a i s o

ln fine-cualit1- jer, probablr. from lVhitbv. It consists of trvo
e1e:::.enis, both cf n'nich hale been modified after manufacNure.

The snank, l28mm 1ong, has an octagcnal cross-seciion and
r r ' i  j r n :  : l  f  r c  m i , J - n n i n l  i n  :  < n : n e  c r r g o p q i i n c :  h : n r J i n  T h c. . . , , . * t . . . ' * O c .

siCes are polisheC. but the iop is unfinishec' anC pierced bl a
n,rle onl."'?n:n in diamete:: ani c.7rnm cieep. The second

. 1. . . : : :eni  : :  e cis; .  l5nun in diameter,  rr 'hrch has had a iaggcci,
- . : ; . h l r  n ' , . r '  h n l o , r r : t  t h r n r : c h  : i  i r  o r r l e r  t o  f i t  i t  o n l o  t h e"  " * c '

shank. The upper surface of the drsc is fineiv-n'orked, but the
flal Lc*'er surface is unpclished.

fh*  nos i  l i ke l |  in tc -n rc i . r " io ' :  i s  iha i  th ;  '  ^1 - :  ^ - : -  ^  - I :  ' r -  j i

e.,. c n th o u g n ; t,. ri..1i1',*'' i.i ;;; H'*;: # ii J;;] :,:: 
"

' ' ' * ) ' ^
.l)ossibil it r.r'as nnt usable irL the condition in n'hch it r,"-as
io:: : r . - j  .  i - : : '  th*,  srn.r :atc elcments rnar har '" '  hp- ' r  :drnipd f , r
rcpresent a djsiaff in the gra\re" rvhich atrreaciv contained a
spindle"

in  : rn lF , ' r  r '2 i ' , .  - .Coab l r  tha i  Of  an  adu l t  :na lC,  ihe ;a t te rn  Of' - '  a ' * '  " /  I -  '

. i i . . ' , : ' , ' , . rJ  n 'oor l  qrrqr ,estcC t i ra i  a  b ier  had been nut  in to the
{iir l 'c ;, i  * 'c11 as tl ic n'ooCen cclff rn"

T:r  rcpor" i  on ihc crcr . r  a t ions.  lnc luding fu l l  c ic ta i ls  o1 ' thc
r : r :s .  .nas bce; ' l  ccrrn i t icc j  ;n j  i 'u 'b l icat ion i '  for fhco; : r ing.
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I am looking for help in identifving the obiect in the
accomPanf ing illustration-

It comes from a site in the Roman smali town of Staines; the
context is a floor layer in a phase daied late 1st-early b9
century. The obiecfwas in io poor a condition that it did not
survive being ii?ted; the draniing here was done whilst it was

stili in situ,I"unJortunately never goi to See it. It seems to have
been of sheet copper alloy, with four_circular bosses running
dou,n its length'and a gr6ove around the edge'

It was tentatively identified on site as a dagger scabbard'
Mark Hassall his kindly commented on a coPy of the drawing
and finds it un{pical oi a scabbard but has suggested it may

be a (rather large) strap end. Any other suggestions or
comments tvould be most lvelcome'

'Tilff&H:1
Surrey County Archaeological Unit

Planning Department
CountY Hall

Kingston-on-Thames
KT12DT

I
,
,
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The Arbeia SocieNl, based ai South Shields Roman fort, has
organised a one-day conJerence om'SuppIy and demand an the
northent frontiers'. This rt'illbe held at the Hancock Museurl,
Universi$,." of Nervcastle, on Satr:.rdav Ttle May 1994" The fee
of €8 (€6 for Societv rnembers and concessions) includes tea
and coffee, and entry to the conJerence will be through the
ner,r'iy opened Egyptian Galiery'Land of the Pharoafu'. This
rviltr be the third annual Arbeia Society conference and early
booking is advised as the previous fwo were fully booked.

Details from:

The Secretary
The Arbeia Society
Arbeia Roman Fort

Baring Skeet, South Shields
Tyne and l{ear, NE33 2BB

Tel: {09L) 1544093

presei?'s

STPP{, YA}{D$gn/EA}{DOlf
FfASR{A}T'S WAL{-

SOCiETY



SUPPLY AND DEMA}fD ON TI{E NORTITERN FRONTIERS
Sa tu rdav  7 th  Mav  1994

Cha : : -ma : : :  Cha : : i es  Dan ie -s  /  Dep : '  9 f  A : : chaec l cgy .  Un :ve :s : t -w
r : ^ . . ^ ^  - +  I  ^  \
, \ e U J \ - C >  L ! E  /

Venue: Hancock l" luseun. Ear:as Bridge, Universi ty of i ' lewcast le.

PROGRAMHN
f - n f  f  o o  a n r l  ? o - - '  - ! - ^ + r  ^ - .
e v *  a L U  u - r u  - \ - \ - . ,  l >  u !  O  L l U r r

D r  N .  H o d g s o n  { T y n e  &  W e a r  M u s e u m s ) :  " A r b e i a :  A  R o m a n
S u p p l y  B a s e " .
D r  D - J .  B r e e z e  i H i s t o r j - c  S c o t l a n d ) :  " S u p p l y :  T h e
Documentary" Evidence" "
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The Arbeia Societv lt'as forrned to promote interest irr Rornarr
sh:riies. re.onstruct:^- --^L^^^t^--'-  ̂ --1 fieldn'ork as rt ell asJ r J u r ! J /  I  L L v r r J ! r  u L ! l \ J t t  d l L ! { d g U t U S - \  c l l  l u

suppcrt ing archaeological  ivork at Arbeia. The Arbeia Journal.
published annuatriv, features academic arlicles on rt'ork
r r n . l o . | r l . o n  f h r n r r - h  + L o , . o " r  a r  t t r r o  { n r n  3 p d  e ! S g i r . h g r g ,  a n d

experi.ments in reconstrucfion, particularlv Roman weapons
research, The Arbeia magazine, published hvice a vear,
feafures live1v and informal articles about the Societv's
aciir.'ities and u.ork at the fort.

\{embers of the Societl-receil'e atrl publications free.

Cohors quinia gallorum, the re-enactrnent branch of the
Sociefv, is named after ihe unii stafioned ai thre fort in the thLird
centuir'. Quinta is involved in research anci reconstruction of
all aspects of militarv and civilian life in eariv tbLird century
Briiain, and are sirongtrr-con-unitted io authenticitv in their kit
and re-enaclrnents. Ther".rppear rn public displar-s throughout
tnc  vee. r  and have takcn  nar t  in  conferer  ' - '  r : i * : -  -  ̂ - r

e c u i a h . : n a l  ' i s i t s  t " : : i i f f : :  

i 1 t  L L J I t r s r s t r L c ) '  r r r r r u t r F  a i r L t

\lpr,rhprc of O:rinf: are autcrnaticallv meinbers of the Arbeia
Sociel"'.

For ftt l l  details contact:

The Secreiar l '
The Arbeia Societv
Arbeia Roman Fort

Earing Street, SoutFr Shieids
T lne  and  Wear ,  NE33  2BB

Tctr: {091} 45,14093



Finds Research Group AD700-X700, n'ho aim io pro;note the
research and stud,v of finds of that period, hold 1-darl'
meetings irt'ice vearlv focusing on a varietv of themes reiateC
ro  fhp  in fp rnrp fa t inn  o f  f indS.

The Sprrng mceting for 199+ is on Anglo-Ss.xon Finds from
Nartlutmbria, io be held on tr"Oth \,fay 1994 at the Captain
Cook tsirthplace Museurn in Middlesbrough.

A provisional programrne and details of mernbership of the
group (arulual subscription €3,00) n'hich includes free
ad:rrission to the biannual seminars, mav be obtained from the
Secretarv,

Jane Cowgill
CLAU

The Larvn
Union Road

Lincoln
LN13BI-
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PRESS RELEASE

WOMEN IN INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY:
CURRENT RESEARCH AND THE MUSEUh.{

EXPER{ENCE

T{FLAM: 1OT'H AhINIVERSAR,Y CONFEREITCE
7

D.ATE: 2A - 21h{ay 1994

VEIr{UE: Museum of London

Thirtv-five speakers from acadenic, museum and heritage backgrounds v"illbe presenting

cuirent research into the conLribuhon rnade bv wornen jn variou.s fields of irrdusfry, and rt-ill

consider how n'ruseums both rnterprei and displa,v this evidence"

Speakers *'j11 cover aJl periods from pre-historv to conternporarv collecfing and there will also

be a session devoted to the roie of museum educalion services.

Jfris con-ference rvill be an oppcrt'.rnit1' for discussion and exchange of inforrnation. It will

provide ;aprci access to current research for museurn rvorkers; particularlv those n'ho

j - . i j . , i r l ' , r i l1/ .^rror r r^. ir^lo ransF ninoriggjg in iheif  WOfk; and n'r l l  lOOkCri l iCai l f .  aihOnt

nlrnseunls lnterprei c"ojects. 1\-e hcpe to encourage new- warv5 sf using existing coileclions and

to consider holt objects and informalion are rnterpreted to rnuseum visitors. Contnbulions

frorn delegates n'ii;. be rvelcomed during the drscussions which it is hoped rvitrl sten-l frorn the

trresenrai ions glr  en

The conference rt'ill be divided inic sessions defined bv general historical periods. Each

session wiil ccntain four spea.l<ers ciiscussing either spec#ic induskies or presenting an

overvierv of w-o:nen's u'crk in the consj.dered period. Ai least one speaker in each sessiol-t !\,'ii-l

be frorn a rnusellrn anci will clirecti-v consider the presentalion of evidence" Each session wil.l

be chaired bv a professicnal rt ith a relerrant interest.

ALL WELCOME :

COST: Non member:135.08 Menaber: €25.0S Studen* €20.00 Unwaged: f15.S0

{:ONTACT: Barbara \.\'ooil, lvf use*m of London 07X-6S0 3699
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